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This Special Issue welcomes original academic papers
exploring the role of religions in shaping states, policies,
and citizens in contemporary Asia. More specifically, it
aims to achieve three inter-related goals. First, each
paper in this Special Issue is expected to provide novel
empirical information and scholarly insights on how
religion makes and shapes politics, diplomacy,
international relations, and state-society relations in
contemporary Asia. Second, the different papers in this
Special Issue will form natural comparisons between
different countries, areas, and aspects, illustrating how
the roles of religion in shaping states, policies, and
citizens are similar or different under various
circumstances. Finally, collectively, the papers in this
Special Issue will hopefully reveal specific patterns of
religion’s political and social functions in contemporary
Asia, contributing to the theoretical development in
relevant fields.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science - fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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and other databases.

Journal Rank:
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Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 24.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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