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This Special Issue seeks for contributions which focus
on understanding, interpreting and theorizing the
political, theological and socio-cultural roles played by
the Christian clergy in colonizing and (de)colonizing Asia
during the 19th and 20th centuries. Our broad desire to
encourage more scholarship which take Christian
clerical actors in Asia as direct subjects of investigation
and theorization during this period of intense
modernization, globalization, and cross-cultural
exchange. Historiographically, while non-Western or
“native” clerics have increasingly become important
subjects of interest alongside Euro-American
missionaries in these periods, not much work has been
undertaken to theorize their agency, thought, beliefs,
behaviours and networks. Anthropologically, there has
been growing interest in studying Christianity as culture
in specific communities across Asia. While clerical
leaders have been important sources of evidence for
these analyses, findings about them remain largely
empirical and do not yet provide a substantial level of
critical insight. As such, we welcome interpretive and
theoretical analyses of these said actors.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.

Editors-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Arndt Büssing
Professorship Quality of Life, Spirituality and Coping, Faculty of Health,
Witten/Herdecke University, Gerhard-Kienle-Weg 4, 58313 Herdecke,
Germany

Prof. Dr. Klaus Baumann
Caritaswissenschaft und Christliche Sozialarbeit, Theologische
Fakultät, Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg, Platz der Universität 3, D-
79098 Freiburg, Germany
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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