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Religion has long shaped social control and governance,
influencing the evolution and reform of criminal justice
systems. In the U.S., the history of justice cannot be
written without reference to religion—from the
penitentiary system to the restorative justice movement
of the 1960s. Religious institutions also respond to
crime through prison ministries, family and victim
support, and advocacy when laws are deemed unjust.
This Special Issue of Religions invites articles, essays,
and reviews on Religion and Restorative Justice. We
aim to explore how religion and religious institutions
inform restorative justice and to assist scholars,
professionals, and policymakers with best practices.
Possible topics include:
-  Religion and the development of restorative justice
-  Religious/philosophical anthropology and justice
-  Religion, restorative justice, and at-risk youth
-  Theology, public policy, and restorative justice
-  Religion in rehabilitation and reentry
We seek contributions that advance humane justice
practices and highlight religion’s role in the public
sphere.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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