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The hijab remains a complex and multifaceted subject
that cuts across cultural, religious, and political
boundaries. On one hand, proponents highlight bodily
autonomy and argue that wearing the hijab can be a
conscious and empowering personal choice.

On the other hand, critics contend that the hijab
functions as a symbol of patriarchal control, suggesting
that even when chosen voluntarily, it may still be shaped
by deeply embedded and internalized norms and
expectations which reproduce patriarchal control over
women’s bodies.

This Special Issue seeks to engage with both
perspectives and encourages scholarly contributions
that critically explore the various dimensions of veiling.
We aim to investigate how these discourses shape
social dynamics, influence personal agency, and
contribute to broader understandings of freedom,
identity, and human flourishing.

Particular attention will be given to the experiences of
Muslim women living in non-Muslim-majority societies,
where the hijab can provoke discrimination, social
exclusion, or politicized reactions. These contexts are
essential to grasping the wider societal implications of
veiling in our contemporary world.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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