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In this Special Issue, we invite contributions that will
improve our understanding of these developments by
investigating Islamist movements in the Middle East.
Authors are encouraged to focus on one of two central
topics: 1. How have Islamist movements over time and
across national, sectarian and intra-Islamist ideological
boundaries dealt with the question of democracy and
power sharing? How have they envisaged the ideal form
of political rule? How do they view the relationship
between Sharia as God-given law and the legislative
power of elected parliaments? What are their views on
equal rights for women and for religious minorities? 2.
How have the same movements understood the
question of under which circumstances it is legitimate to
apply violent actions for political purposes? How have
they related to militant or “jihadi” Islamist movements
over the past few decades, and to what degree has the
proliferation of jihadism influenced contemporary
mainstream Islamist movements? The editors invite
empirically informed case studies from the Middle East
and North Africa, especially studies based on new or
understudied primary sources.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 24.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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