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The medieval period from the 5 to the 14 century was
one of enormous paradigm shifts regarding religious life
in Europe and beyond. We have myriad events, wars,
doctrinal discussions and power struggles in between.
Such a period might well be looked upon as the most
intense in terms of loyalties, persecutions, assertions of
authority, heresy, subversion and movements of
renewal, many of which still resonant in our religious and
secular lives in the twenty-first century and have
contributed to shape our way of living as we know it. 

This Special Issue will consider the developments
during this time with regard to the power and authority of
the Churches, both in the West and East. It will look at
how these developments redefined identities both
clerical and lay. The articles will examine expressions of
these changes within religious life and culture in terms
of the arts, architecture, Church structures, power
dynamics and theological understanding. In addition, it
will discuss the impact of changes in perceptions
towards ordinary people, women and society in general,
and those who lived on the fringes or beyond the
boundaries of Christendom such as heretics, Jews and
Muslims.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 24.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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