
Special Issue
Transnational Buddhist
Networks in Early Modern East
Asia: Mobility, Materiality, and
Inter-Religious Exchanges
Message from the Guest Editors
The time-frame is focused on a period of rapid change,
namely the post-sixteenth century, the period after the
Great East Asian War (1592–1598) that involved the three
powers of East Asia, China, Korea, and Japan. Buddhism
in the East Asian region changed in many ways,
responding to the new socio-political and historical
circumstances in order to stay relevant in a new world.
This specific period from the beginning of the
seventeenth century to the start of the twentieth century
corresponds to the last imperial dynasty of China, Qing
(1644–1912), which in turn corresponds with the late
Choson period (1600–1910) of Korea and with the
Japanese Edo (1603–1868) and Meiji (1868–1912)
periods.

The main question addressed is, “What forms of
‘Buddhist’ network and exchanges were there?” So far,
little attention has been given to the interactions that
took place with the neighboring Buddhist brothers and
sisters between the three major traditions of Chinese,
Korean, and Japanese monastics. Moreover, the issues
of over-emphasis on Buddhist doctrine and scriptures
rather than Buddhist material objects and the
interaction and exchanges with other religious
traditions.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
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and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 26.7 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.8
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2026).
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