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The Special Issue addresses the bidirectional
relationship of religion and folk belief to literature and
theatre. By "bidirectional relationship", a dynamic and
interactive relationship is meant, in which religious
beliefs and practices engender and inspire literature
and theatre and are, in turn, enriched and nourished by
literature and theatre. Thus, the broader question that
the Special Issue seeks to answer is how we interpret
and appreciate the various forms and functions that the
relationship assumes between religion and folk belief
and literature and theatre in general and between gods
and humans, ghosts and spirits, mortals and immortals,
temple and theatre, ritual performance and theatre
performance, efficacy and entertainment, saints and
shamans, cults and ceremonies, dream and reality,
magic and myth, strange beings and strange
happenings, the occult and the mundane, divination and
revelation, trance and dance, prophecy and
necromancy, in particular.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.

Editors-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Arndt Büssing
Professorship Quality of Life, Spirituality and Coping, Faculty of Health,
Witten/Herdecke University, Gerhard-Kienle-Weg 4, 58313 Herdecke,
Germany
Prof. Dr. Klaus Baumann
Caritaswissenschaft und Christliche Sozialarbeit, Theologische
Fakultät, Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg, Platz der Universität 3, D-
79098 Freiburg, Germany

Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 24.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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