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The field of New Religions Studies has grown over the
past fifty years into a vibrant, multidisciplinary field. This
Special Issue seeks to explore the complex and
multifaceted relationship between New Religious
Movements and the political spheres in which they exist,
examining how these movements interact with, conflict
against, or even influence political systems, laws, and
societal norms. Through this Special Issue, we aim to
provide a nuanced understanding of how NRMs
challenge, negotiate with, and influence the political
environments they inhabit. We are pleased to invite you
to engage with the diverse perspectives presented in
this issue, which together aim to advance both the
historical understanding of NRMs and their
contemporary political significance. We look forward to
receiving your contributions.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.

Editors-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Arndt Büssing
Professorship Quality of Life, Spirituality and Coping, Faculty of Health,
Witten/Herdecke University, Gerhard-Kienle-Weg 4, 58313 Herdecke,
Germany
Prof. Dr. Klaus Baumann
Caritaswissenschaft und Christliche Sozialarbeit, Theologische
Fakultät, Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg, Platz der Universität 3, D-
79098 Freiburg, Germany

Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 24.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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