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Taking as its chronological framework the medieval
period and stretching to the early modern period, this
Special Issue will gather studies from both macro- and
micro-historical perspectives as well as disciplines,
including religious studies, history, art history, textual
studies, and Area Studies. The contributions will explore
the cross-cultural interactions occurred across the
maritime spaces of the Bay of Bengal and the South
China Sea and their surrounding landmasses, which
played a pivotal role as crossroads in the traffic of ideas,
religious beliefs, and ritual practices, but will also be
anchored in local contexts, for instance Java (and, more
generally, archipelagic Southeast Asia). In so doing, the
Special Issue will provide a broad platform for
comparisons with the transmission of Indic religions, for
instance Buddhism, across the better-known Central
Asian routes and the respective cultural entanglements.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 24.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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