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Sacred Landscapes and Social
Reform in Medieval Europe

Message from the Guest Editor

This Special Issue looks closely at the intersection of
environment, faith, and social circumstances in
medieval landscapes. We invite contributions that
explore the dynamic relationship between medieval
societies and the landscapes that shaped, and were
shaped by, spiritual experiences. Aims: This Special
Issue aims to situate the machinations of social
geographies within the medieval landscape, broadly
defined. The historiography of the medieval world
generally privileges the city; this issue regards rural
spaces as an equally important focus of study. We are
pleased to invite scholars from multiple disciplines
(literature, history, archeology, music, languages, etc.) to
explore the topic across a wide geography. We seek to
put different theoretical and methodological
approaches in conversation and encourage
interdisciplinary studies. Suggested Themes: We invite
proposals that pursue our goals through study of land-
use patterns, borders and frontiers, notions of
wilderness and nature, perspectives of sacred and
profane space, personal and communal devotions, and
feasting and other celebrations that defined social
boundaries.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science - fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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Witten/Herdecke University, Gerhard-Kienle-Weg 4, 58313 Herdecke,
Germany

Prof. Dr. Klaus Baumann
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 24.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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