Special Issue

The Global Urgency of
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Message from the Guest Editor

This issue of Religions confronts a “secular myopia” that
assumes major challenges of the twenty-first century
can be effectively diagnosed and addressed without
significant engagements with religion. This volume
posits both a primary value for interreligious reflection
as well as its increasing urgency.

In addition, by emphasizing both the academic and
pragmatic relevance of IRS, the contributions in this
Special Issue represent what we can call “scholarship
with legs”. This invites multidisciplinary analysis that is,
in fact, characteristic of the field of IRS. It also contains
an implicit promise that analysis will embolden and
mobilize constructive interreligious efforts for the sake
of the world we all share, and the world we want our
grandchildren to inherit.

With all this in mind, this volume will help locate IRS
within the broader landscape of religious studies while
focusing on interreligious contributions to global
challenges. We seek submissions that reflect a plurality
of religious orientations and explore specific social and
environmental issues.

Guest Editor

Prof. Dr. John D. Barton

1. Religion and Philosophy Division, Seaver College, Pepperdine
University, Malibu, CA, USA

2. The Straus Institute of Dispute Resolution, Caruso School of Law,
Pepperdine University, Malibu, CA, USA

3. Graduate Program in Social Entrepreneurship and Change, Graduate
School of Education and Psychology, Pepperdine University, Malibu,
CA, USA

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (1 April 2024)

Religions

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 0.6
CiteScore 1.3

Religions

Editorial Office

MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +4161683 77 34
religions@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
religions



https://www.mdpi.com/si/183228
https://mdpi.com/journal/religions

Religions

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 0.6
CiteScore 1.3

i : %
e

mdpi.com/journal/
religions

About the Journal

Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science - fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.

Editors-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Arndt Biissing

Professorship Quality of Life, Spirituality and Coping, Faculty of Health,
Witten/Herdecke University, Gerhard-Kienle-Weg 4, 58313 Herdecke,
Germany

Prof. Dr. Klaus Baumann

Caritaswissenschaft und Christliche Sozialarbeit, Theologische
Fakultat, Albert-Ludwigs-Universitat Freiburg, Platz der Universitat 3, D-
79098 Freiburg, Germany

Author Benefits

High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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