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This special issue aims to think about the question of
what would be a theology “which goes forth” (Evangelli
gaudium 20), or more precisely a theological
hermeneutics out of its self-referentiality, as a challenge
that has been imposed since the emergence of a public
rationality, and which consolidate a certain State reason,
not without incurring the risk of reducing the notion of
public. Such a tension between theological self-
referentiality and public rationality focuses over the
primacy of the dogmatic on the one hand and the
primacy of the ethical on the other, thus creating an
apparent incompatibility in such a context. The
archaeological exercise, as was done for example by
Michel Foucault and others, aims to critically analyze
how some epistemological choices legitimized some
theological hermeneutics. In this way this special issue
aims to offer more complex analysis tools for the issue
of the resurgence of political theological discourse in
post-secular societies and to establish an
epistemological critique of theological self-referentiality,
mapping its contemporary forms of dialogue with a
public ethics.  
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 24.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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