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Message from the Guest Editor

| am writing to invite you to contribute to the Special
Issue of the Religions journal entitled “Ethical Concerns
in Early Confucianism”. Although the theme has
somewhat been addressed in many correlational
studies for over a century, the explanation of its core

issues and the revelation of the internal relations among

them remain unsystematic and incomplete. With this in

mind, our intensive focus on the ethical concerns of

early Confucianism of today from a broader perspective

still seems very significant and particularly necessary. In

this Special Issue, original research articles and reviews

are welcome. Topics covered may include (but are not

limited to) the following:

- Ethical dilemmas and the rise of early Confucianism;

- Ethical thoughts in the early classical texts of
Confucianism;

- Ethical views of the representatives of early
Confucianism;

- Modes of ethical argument in early Confucianism;

- Ethical debates between early Confucianism and
Daoism /Mohism;

- Comparative studies on early Confucian ethics
between China and the West.

| look forward to receiving your valuable contributions.

Guest Editor
Prof. Dr. Meihong Zhang

School of Philosophy and Sociology, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou
730000, China
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About the Journal

Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science - fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.

Editors-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Arndt Biissing

Professorship Quality of Life, Spirituality and Coping, Faculty of Health,
Witten/Herdecke University, Gerhard-Kienle-Weg 4, 58313 Herdecke,
Germany

Prof. Dr. Klaus Baumann

Caritaswissenschaft und Christliche Sozialarbeit, Theologische
Fakultat, Albert-Ludwigs-Universitat Freiburg, Platz der Universitat 3, D-
79098 Freiburg, Germany

Author Benefits

High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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