Special Issue

Polemics and Conversion:
Setting and Crossing
Boundaries in Medieval
Jewish-Christian Relations

Message from the Guest Editor

Medieval Jewish-Christian relations navigated complex
dynamics of coexistence and separation. Polemical
discourse reinforced religious boundaries through
rhetorical and literary means, serving to strengthen
group identity. Conversely, conversion represented
boundary-crossing that posed significant theological
and social challenges for both communities.

This special issue of Religions seeks interdisciplinary
contributions examining how polemics and conversion
collectively shaped interfaith dynamics in the medieval
world. We welcome research from diverse fields
including history, theology, art history, and literary
studies. Suggested themes encompass: Christian and
Jewish polemical literature; the intersection of polemics
and violence; ecclesiastical and rabbinic responses to
conversion; legal dimensions of religious change; forced
baptism; social integration of converts; and cases of
reversion.

By exploring these interconnected phenomena, this
issue aims to advance scholarly understanding of how
religious boundaries were constructed, contested, and
transcended in medieval society.

Guest Editor

Dr. Eveline Brugger
Institute for Jewish History in Austria, St Polten, Austria

Deadline for manuscript submissions
15 November 2026

/

T

Religions

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 0.6
CiteScore 1.3

mdpi.com/si/261302

Religions

Editorial Office

MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +4161683 77 34
religions@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
religions



https://www.mdpi.com/si/261302
https://mdpi.com/journal/religions

Religions

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 0.6
CiteScore 1.3

i : %
e

mdpi.com/journal/
religions

About the Journal

Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science - fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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