
Special Issue
Interfaith Encounters: Religious
Polemics from the Middle Ages
to the Modern Period
Message from the Guest Editor
This Special Issue is aimed at exploring religious
polemics from the phenomenological standpoint,
seeking to deepen our understanding of religious
polemics in a wide cultural, historical, and social context.
The articles will deal with a variety of religious polemics
between monotheistic religions, sects, and
denominations, as well as with polytheistic involvement
in religious polemics. The chronological frame of the
articles will encompass the early Middle Ages through to
the 19th century. Articles presenting new
methodological or comparative perspectives will be
especially welcome. Scholars are invited to submit
essays on specific and general topics: (1) Public
disputation as social practice, its strategies, tactics, and
tools; its role in the phenomenon of conversion; (2) The
typology of the polemics’ argumentation (e.g.,
exegetical, philosophical, or historical); (3) Dynamics and
changes in religious polemics through the lens of
history; (4) Polemical literature: authors, aims, and target
audiences; (5) Constructing the “religious other” through
religious polemics; (6) Research on religious polemics—
new perspectives and methodologies.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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