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Are emotions universal? The current consensus is that
some elements of emotions are shared by all people,
while others are culturally bound. It is, therefore,
improbable that the concept of hate reflected in the
ancient Bible is wholly equivalent to the concept of hate
held by readers today.  

In an attempt to bridge the gap between modern
interpreters and the text we seek to interpret, we bring
together a variety of approaches and consider the
question through multiple lenses. The combined results
of our collective effort will help us understand more
accurately what the Bible means when it uses language
and recounts behaviors that resemble modern
conceptions of hate. What does Malachi 1:3 really mean
when it describes God “hating” Esau? What does 2
Samuel 13:15 really mean when it states that Amnon
“hates” Tamar intensely?    

Ultimately, we aim to better understand the broader
biblical concept of emotion (a term absent from the
Hebrew Bible) when we uncover the extent to which the
hate described in the Bible means what we think it
means, and the extent to which it does not.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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