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As the historical materials of Chan Buddhism
encompass the written history and cultural transmission
of Chan, it creates a practice model that integrates
regions and customs. This integration led to cultural
fusion to become the common culture of Buddhism in
East Asia from the 10th century to the present. This
Special Issue focuses on the regional development of
Chan Buddhism, including China, Korea, and Japan in
Northeast Asia and Vietnam in Southeast Asia. From the
perspective of East Asia, it explores the spread of Chan
Buddhism, Chan ideology, meditation methods, and
practical experiences from the founding of Chan
Buddhism to contemporary times. In this Special Issue,
original research articles and reviews are welcome.
Research areas may include (but are not limited to) the
following:
- The History of the Spread of Chan Buddhism in China,

Korea, Japan, and Vietnam;
- Chan Meditation Traditions in Different Times and

Regions;
- Chan Ideology;
- Meditation Methods;
- The Experience of Meditation Practice;
- The Life Course of Chan Practitioners;
- Newly Unearthed Historical Materials on Chan.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
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and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 26.7 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.8
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2026).
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