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In the 16th century, strategies for the evangelization and
promotion of Catholicism among the still predominantly
pagan populations of the world underwent significant
transformations. This Special Issue seeks to examine
the diverse approaches employed to teach and
persuade different populations to embrace Catholicism
across a wide range of contexts. It will explore
missionary efforts among the seemingly "savage"
indigenous communities of the Brazilian Amazon and
northern Mexico, as well as the conversion of Asian
societies and Muslim populations. Additionally, it will
analyze the Catholic response to what were considered
Protestant heresies in Europe. These varied contexts
led to the development of diverse methodologies, which
were shaped by clear ethnographic criteria and the
specific political conditions of each region, as
exemplified by different missionary enterprises. This
Special Issue will feature contributions from specialists
in Catholic evangelization across various regions of the
world. Beyond historical analyses, this work will also
explore the theological and intellectual foundations of
missionary activity. We look forward to receiving your
contributions.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 24.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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