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Guest Editor: Message from the Guest Editor

Prof. Dr. Edward Foley Dear Co[[eagues}

Catholic Theological Union,

Chicago, IL 60615, USA Across time and geography people have known the power

of music for evoking the gods and acquiring spiritual
insight. Whether arising as a textless chant by a single voice
_ _ or a percussive auditory context for ritual dance, music in
Sjsndq'i‘:figi;ma”“sc”pt its various modes is a virtually ubiquitous companion to
closed (15 November 2014) religious and spiritual practices. The apparently intangible,
insubstantial nature of sound is one of the reasons why
music has so effectively symbolized the mysterious and
wholly other since the dawn of creation. Not only an
accompaniment to one’s spiritual trek, musical
compositions from the great oratorios of Handel to the
soundtrack to the movie Lord of the Rings also serve as
powerful metaphors and inspirations for that journey.
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Editors-in-Chief Message from the Editorial Board
Prof. Dr. Arndt Biissing Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
Professorship Quality of Life, make significant contributions to our understanding of

Spirituality and Coping, Faculty
of Health, Witten/Herdecke
University, Gerhard-Kienle-Weg 4,

religious personality, authority, devotion, and community -
disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and

58313 Herdecke, Germany anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science - fuel general, as well as

Prof. Dr. Klaus Baumann scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Caritaswissenschaft und

Christliche Sozialarbetit, Religions is inviting innovative and comparative

Theologische Fakultat, Albert- contributions. Please consider Religions as an exceptional,

Ludwigs-Universitat Freiburg, exciting enterprise ready to reward your trust, attention,

Platz der Universitat 3, D-79098

Freiburg, Germany and participation.
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