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Message from the Guest Editors

The interdisciplinary papers in this issue of Religions
traverse boundaries relating to faith, culture, life forms
and/or nations. This collection draws together current and
sometimes ground-breaking scholarship regarding the
barriers to, and facilitators of, enhanced understandings.
Each article focuses on the challenges between faiths,
between cultures, forms of life and/or between nations.
Religion itself is conceived as one of a wide range of social
practices, given practical, devotional, instrumentalist and
educational expression. In some cases, religion can be a
key to critical insights and a guide for actions and
behaviour. In others, it is more peripheral, diffused across a
range of imperceptible habits. Each of the contributions to
this special issue will strive to break down social, cultural,
ecological and economic divides, especially as they relate
to fundamental human rights and responsibilities. The
case studies highlighted in this issue are testament to a
new approach to contemporary scholarship, one that
places human responsiveness and rights at the core of
academic theory and practice.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community -
disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an exceptional,
exciting enterprise ready to reward your trust, attention,
and participation.
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