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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

We are pleased to invite you to submit original research
articles to our special issue Social Life History of Chinese
Buddhist Monks.

This special issue aims to recruit exciting original papers
about all possible historical periods, geographic regions
and subjects salient to our focus. We call for research that
problematise existing opinions and impressions on
Chinese Buddhist monastic communities and look at the
monk masses as innately multivariant and socially mobile.
Topics about Chinese monks’ religious life, institutional life,
political life, culture life, material life, ritualistic life,
monastic economics, monastic spaces and social life, etc.
are all welcome. We particularly encourage research with
an interdisciplinary spirit and liaising existing material with
new theoretical developments in other academic fields to
establish new understandings, including sociology,
anthropology, religious studies, philosophy and art history.

We look forward to receiving your contributions.

Jinhua Chen and Sheng Kai

Guest Editors
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Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community -
disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an exceptional,
exciting enterprise ready to reward your trust, attention,
and participation.
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