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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

The focus of this issue is on the role of religion in
addressing public health threats plaguing societies in the
21st century. Past books or edited volumes provide
overviews of religion as a social determinant of public
health; scientific evidence of the religion-health link;
spirituality’s role in medicine; and religion connections
with specific health areas (e.g., mental health, adolescent
health). This volume will emphasize religion connections to
key public health challenges in the last two decades,
including but not limited to the current COVID-19 crisis.

This volume aims to include original papers from a variety
of sociocultural and religious contexts, theoretical
perspectives, and methodological approaches
(quantitative, qualitative, mixed-method, community-
engaged research, intervention trials, etc.).
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Editors-in-Chief Message from the Editorial Board
Prof. Dr. Arndt Biissing Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
Professorship Quality of Life, make significant contributions to our understanding of

Spirituality and Coping, Faculty
of Health, Witten/Herdecke
University, Gerhard-Kienle-Weg 4,

religious personality, authority, devotion, and community -
disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and

58313 Herdecke, Germany anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science - fuel general, as well as

Prof. Dr. Klaus Baumann scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Caritaswissenschaft und

Christliche Sozialarbetit, Religions is inviting innovative and comparative

Theologische Fakultat, Albert- contributions. Please consider Religions as an exceptional,

Ludwigs-Universitat Freiburg, exciting enterprise ready to reward your trust, attention,

Platz der Universitat 3, D-79098

Freiburg, Germany and participation.
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