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Message from the Guest Editor

In this issue, we seek to address relationships between
religious or spiritual experience (RSE) and metaphysics. In
the first panel, we invite concrete empirical and textual
investigations of relationships between the perceptual and
conceptual aspects of RSE across different traditions. The
papers can include both first-person and second-person
descriptive phenomenological research or an intertwining
of different phenomenological analyses.

We also are seeking revisionist metaphysical proposals
that include a reference to formal phenomenological
analyses of consciousness in RSE. By contrast with the
ordinary experience of objects, originary self-giving in RSE
can be non-associative, open-ended, undetermined; in
other words, excluding mental or "real" (empirically so)
objects. Therefore, a descriptive metaphysics of such
consciousness needs to be non-object related (cf.
Ladyman, French). What is the nature of reality “displayed”
by RSE? Besides covering the metaphysics of
consciousness, the panel welcomes speculative extensions
of such phenomenologically grounded metaphysics into
realist contexts, such as e.g., metaphysics of the quantum
world or Minkowski space-time.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community -
disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an exceptional,
exciting enterprise ready to reward your trust, attention,
and participation.
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