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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

This volume aims to explore fresh scholarship on the
origins of Islam--not only the interpretation of sources
focused on the reconstruction of events in seventh century
Arabia, but also and perhaps even more importantly, the
origins of "Islam" as a concept and "Muslim" as an identity
far beyond the originating experience of the prophet
Muhammad and the Quran. To this end, new scholars
contribute by examining the beginnings and development
of "classical" Islam in the Arab and Iranian lands of the
Middle East but also how Muslims and others spread ideas
throughout Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community -
disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an exceptional,
exciting enterprise ready to reward your trust, attention,
and participation.
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