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Message from the Guest Editors

This Special Issue addresses the recent shi+ in the study of
Tibetan and Himalayan Cultures that seeks to enhance the
status of tangible materials in the conceptualization of
ritual agency, especially in the private domain of Buddhist
practice. One of the salient features of Buddhist practice is
‘entanglement’ (Barad 2017) with various objects that may
include home-shrines, sutra boxes, postcards, clothes,
effigies, protective strings worn on wrists or arms, tattoos,
rings, prayer flags, printed texts, rocks or murals. These
objects communicate a “more or less consistent systems of
meanings” that contributes to establishing a self-
programmed apparatus of ritual behaviour (Rambelli 2007:
2).

This Special Issue will focus on private rituals performed by
individuals or small communities, independent of the
state. Submissions are welcome from any methodological
approach, including textual studies, anthropology,
ethnography, and religious studies. Papers focusing on lay
communities or marginalized ethnic groups are especially
welcome.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community -
disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an exceptional,
exciting enterprise ready to reward your trust, attention,
and participation.
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