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Background Traditional scholarly publishing was
disrupted by the Open Access (OA) movement that
gained momentum at the millennium. While this has
indeed made academic material more available, it has
also resulted in a significant change in the way that such
publications are funded. After review, authors now pay to
their publisher. In short, while publications were once
fully funded by libraries, they are now frequently
underwritten by research grants, which are in turn often
supported by the taxpayer. The Result These social
pressures seem likely to pose a challenge to OA.
Whereas researchers with limited budgets could in the
past pass the costs of publication on to a traditional
publisher, they may now be mandated to go OA and to
cover APCs themselves; this may result in fewer
submissions. This Special Issue We are soliciting
reports from our global readership so that we can
identify the threats to research and scholarly publishing
in different nations.

Guest Editor

Prof. Dr. Andrew Kirby

School of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Arizona State University,
Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100, USA

Deadline for manuscript submissions
30 April 2026

Publications

an Open Access Journal

by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 10.0

Publications

Editorial Office

MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +4161683 77 34
publications@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
publications



https://www.mdpi.com/si/234800
https://mdpi.com/journal/publications

Publications

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 10.0

mdpi.com/journal/
publications

About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Andrew Kirby

School of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Arizona State University,
Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100, USA

Author Benefits

High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, ESCI (Web of Science), RePEc,
dblp, and other databases.

Journal Rank:

JCR - Q2 (Information Science and Library Science) /
CiteScore - Q1 (Communication)

Open Peer-Review:

authors have the option for all reviewer comments and
editorial decisions to be published along with the final
paper. For more, see: Editorial, Paper with Review
Comments.


https://mdpi.com/journal/publications

