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The technology is on the threshold of moving from a niche
technology to a mass technology. Two opportunities are
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(1) AM technology allows the development of innovative

products [4]. This is where the advantage of the technology
becomes apparent, as it enables the creation of a great
complexity of shapes while at the same time allowing a
great variety of materials to be used.

(2) AM technology offers the possibility of producing
components and products in a way that saves resources
and energy and therefore contributes to green
manufacturing [4].

AM therefore represents a great opportunity to close the
gap between economic and ecological product
manufacturing.
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