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The environmental concerns regarding the final fate of
polymer objects is a very important challenge for the
plastic industry. Among the different strategies to
decrease or to eliminate the presence of plastic waste
in the environment and to decrease the amount of
plastic coming from oil, recycling is one of the more
important tools. Indeed, recycling can mean recovery of
the same polymer to be used as a secondary material,
recovery of the monomer to be used to produce new
virgin polymers, recovery of energy, use of the post-
consumer plastic as fillers in other materials (concrete,
bitumen, etc.). As for mechanical recycling, the main
problems are related to the degradation during lifetime
and reprocessing operations, the loss of properties of
the secondary material, and the reprocessing of mixed
plastics. This Special Issue will follow the life of post-
consumer plastics from the reprocessing operations to
the applications. Papers on thermomechanical
degradation, reprocessing, applications, chemical
recycling, energy recovery, and mixed plastics are
welcome.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Since its foundation in 2009, Polymers has developed
into an internationally renowned, extremely successful
open access journal. The editorial team and the editorial
board dedicatedly combine open-access publishing and
high-quality rigorous peer reviewing. The performance
of the journal has proven this strategy to be well-suited
and highly successful. This is reflected in the increasing
impact factor of Polymers, the most recent one being
4.7.
I would like to invite you to contribute to the success of
the journal by sending us your high quality research
papers. We would be pleased to welcome you as one of
our authors.
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