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This Topic Collection focuses on recent advances in
smart and functional polymers. Smart polymers are
synthetic polymers designed to mimic biopolymers with
biological intelligence. This class of polymers can exhibit
special functions in response to external conditions,
which are similar to the biological intelligence observed
in nature. Smart polymers have many important
applications. Functional polymers are macromolecules
with unique features and applications. Depending on
their functional groups, macromolecular architectures
and supramolecular structures, functional polymers find
a variety of applications such as separation, electronic
conductance, photo- and electro-luminescence, energy
storage and conversion, tissue engineering, and control
release. Smart and functional polymers are a fast-
growing field in polymer science. In recent years, there
have been many new and fascinating results in research
in this field, and it is believed that this topic of research
will become increasingly attractive. This Special Issue
aims to reflect the advances in this field.  
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Since its foundation in 2009, Polymers has developed
into an internationally renowned, extremely successful
open access journal. The editorial team and the editorial
board dedicatedly combine open-access publishing and
high-quality rigorous peer reviewing. The performance
of the journal has proven this strategy to be well-suited
and highly successful. This is reflected in the increasing
impact factor of Polymers, the most recent one being
4.9.
I would like to invite you to contribute to the success of
the journal by sending us your high quality research
papers. We would be pleased to welcome you as one of
our authors.
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