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Bread wheat (Triticum aestivum), one of the big three
globally important crops, accounts for 20% of the
calories consumed by humans. Of the world’s 7.8 billion
people, 35% depend on this staple crop for survival.
Therefore, improving both the yields and quality of wheat
produced globally is more important than ever.
Advances in sequencing technology over the past 10
years have not only provided invaluable insights into the
wheat genome but have also allowed a better
understanding of the mechanisms underlying important
agronomic traits and how they can be improved. Ancient
cultivars carrying important traits such as disease and
pest resistance have also helped to improve wheat
quality. Use of transgenics or genome editing
technologies in understanding gene functionality still
plays a crucial role in wheat crop improvement and
should always complement conventional breeding
methods. I hope that this Special Issue will not only
reflect the many aspects of research that are continuing
our mission to improve wheat quality but also celebrate
the many multi-faceted approaches to achieving this
ultimate goal.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Plants is an open access journal which provides an
advanced forum for research findings in areas related to
plant function, its physiology, biology, taxonomy,
stresses, and its interactions with other organisms. It
publishes original research articles, reviews, reports,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. In original research papers, it is
important that full experimental details are provided. We
also encourage timely reviews and commentaries on
topics of interest to the plant research community.
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