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Message from the Guest Editors

Land degradation induced by environmental changes
and anthropogenic activities has become one of the
most challenging issues of global ecological security
and sustainable development. The alpine ecosystems
are vulnerable to rapid degradation caused by
overgrazing, deforestation, biological invasion and
unprecedented land-use changes, which are execrated
by climate warming. Although the roles of biotic and
abiotic processes in accelerating plant community
succession and ecosystem degradation are well
recognized, most studies have concentrated only on
single role, but not their interactions, on the vegetation
dynamics, ecosystem functioning and thereby multiple
benefits. As such, the vegetation change, vulnerability,
degradation and its consequences as well as evidence-
based solutions to restoration and sustainable land use
remain largely unknown. This special issue of Plants will
highlight the plant community succession, vegetation
dynamics, mechanisms of ecosystem degradation,
restoration solutions and their roles in maintaining
biodiversity and enhancing ecosystem multifunctionality,
and thereby provide insight into the sustainable
ecosystem management.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Plantsis an open access journal which provides an
advanced forum for research findings in areas related to
plant function, its physiology, biology, taxonomy,
stresses, and its interactions with other organisms. It
publishes original research articles, reviews, reports,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. In original research papers, it is
important that full experimental details are provided. We
also encourage timely reviews and commentaries on
topics of interest to the plant research community.

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Dilantha Fernando
Department of Plant Science, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, MB
R3T 2N2, Canada

Author Benefits

Open Access:

free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, PubAg, AGRIS, CAPlus / SciFinder, and other
databases.

Journal Rank:

JCR - Q1 (Plant Sciences) / CiteScore - Q1 (Ecology,
Evolution, Behavior and Systematics)


https://mdpi.com/journal/plants

