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Climate change and the safeguarding of biodiversity
represent two of the key environmental challenges of
our time. During the course of evolution, plants have
developed mechanisms of physical and chemical
defense against various adverse environmental factors.
Of these strategies, one of the most important is the
production of secondary metabolites, which provide
plants with greater resistance to biotic or abiotic stress.
Plants are a valuable source of bioactive compounds, as
well as minerals and carbohydrates (e.g., fructose or
inulin). This enables their application in different sectors,
such as the food, pharmaceutical and cosmetic
industries.   The Mediterranean basin is one of the
world’s major centers of biodiversity. For this reason,
collective commitment and action are required to
preserve and enhance the genetic resources available
in this part of the world. This Special Issue aims to
contribute towards efforts to enhance Mediterranean
plant biodiversity through research adopting
multidisciplinary approaches so as to highlight the
morphological and biochemical characteristics of
different plant species and their potential applications.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Plants is an open access journal which provides an
advanced forum for research findings in areas related to
plant function, its physiology, biology, taxonomy,
stresses, and its interactions with other organisms. It
publishes original research articles, reviews, reports,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. In original research papers, it is
important that full experimental details are provided. We
also encourage timely reviews and commentaries on
topics of interest to the plant research community.
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