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The impact of environmental pollution on living
organisms has been known for a long time. Analysis of
trace elements, including heavy metals, but also
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons and microplastics
accumulated in algae, mosses, or lichens used in
biological monitoring provides a wealth of information.
An important element in determining the concentrations
of pollutants in biological material used in biomonitoring
is the proper planning of the experiment, taking into
account, among other things: the means of collecting or
exposure samples, the selection of analytical methods,
and the means of evaluating and interpreting the results.
The purpose of this special issue of Plants is to expand
the current state of knowledge on topics related to the
use of biological monitoring methods in assessing the
state of environmental pollution.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Plants is an open access journal which provides an
advanced forum for research findings in areas related to
plant function, its physiology, biology, taxonomy,
stresses, and its interactions with other organisms. It
publishes original research articles, reviews, reports,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. In original research papers, it is
important that full experimental details are provided. We
also encourage timely reviews and commentaries on
topics of interest to the plant research community.
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