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Drylands, covering 41% of the Earth's surface, with
nearly 15% affected by salinity, are home to 38% of the
global population. Arid and semiarid landscapes occupy
25.8% of the Earth's land surface and support 18.5% of
its population, harboring unique biological and cultural
diversity. Despite their scientific and socio-economic
significance, global awareness is lacking regarding the
efforts required to protect and manage these regions.
The increasing aridity in global drylands due to climate
change impacts ecosystem attributes such as nutrient
cycling, plant productivity, and microbial communities.
Arid lands have expanded in recent decades and are
expected to continue growing due to poor management
and changing climates. This Special Issue aims to focus
on strategies for vegetation restoration, combating land
degradation, and encouraging sustainable management
in desert ecosystems to mitigate these challenges and
achieve Sustainable Development Goal 15.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Plants is an open access journal which provides an
advanced forum for research findings in areas related to
plant function, its physiology, biology, taxonomy,
stresses, and its interactions with other organisms. It
publishes original research articles, reviews, reports,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. In original research papers, it is
important that full experimental details are provided. We
also encourage timely reviews and commentaries on
topics of interest to the plant research community.
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