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Tetraploid Upland cotton (Gossypium hirsutum) is the
world’s most important fiber crop, is grown in more than
80 countries, and provides 35% of the total fiber used
worldwide. The low level of genetic variation within
Upland cotton has hampered progress in breeding,
although high genetic diversity exists within the cotton
genus, it consisting of 48 diploid and 7 tetraploid
species. There have been extensive genetic and
breeding activities to introduce desirable genes from
diploid and other tetraploid species into Upland cotton
through interspecific crossing and backcrossing.
However, introgression breeding is a long-term task and
requires a better understanding of the genetic
differences between Upland cotton and other species.
This Special Issue aims to publish research and review
papers dealing with all aspects of the study of the
genetic diversity of cotton at the morphological,
physiological, genetic, and molecular levels. That is,
towards the improvement of cotton in terms of yield,
fiber quality, seed quality, and abiotic and biotic stress
tolerance/resistance. Manuscripts in relevant areas
from other crop species are also welcome. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Plants is an open access journal which provides an
advanced forum for research findings in areas related to
plant function, its physiology, biology, taxonomy,
stresses, and its interactions with other organisms. It
publishes original research articles, reviews, reports,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. In original research papers, it is
important that full experimental details are provided. We
also encourage timely reviews and commentaries on
topics of interest to the plant research community.
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