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Horticultural plants can be found all around the world
and, among them, fruit and vegetables are regarded as
the most important sources of nutrients and health-
promoting compounds for human health. In particular,
horticultural elements (seeds, skins, rinds, pulps, roots,
leaves, kernels, stems, and flowers) are excellent
sources of pigments, phenolic compounds, flavonoids,
carotenoids, terpenes, flavouring agents, aromas,
essential oils, and iridoids. All these natural products are
characterized by their valuable biological properties,
such as antibacterial, antimicrobial, antioxidant, anti-
inflammatory, antiviral, antitumor, and antimutagenic
activities. The screening of horticultural plants for novel
biologically active metabolites is an important research
topic because these high-value-added biomolecules
can be employed for the development of functional or
enriched foods in the food and beverage industry, as
well for cosmetic, pharmaceutical, and textile
applications. This Special Issue aims to collect reviews
and original papers on natural bioactive compounds
from horticultural plants, related biological activities, and
potential applications.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Plants is an open access journal which provides an
advanced forum for research findings in areas related to
plant function, its physiology, biology, taxonomy,
stresses, and its interactions with other organisms. It
publishes original research articles, reviews, reports,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. In original research papers, it is
important that full experimental details are provided. We
also encourage timely reviews and commentaries on
topics of interest to the plant research community.
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