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The COVID-19 pandemic has brought our attention back to
the management and equitable distribution of limited
health resources . Initially, the debate focused on
intensive care beds and the availability of respirators.
Later, the focus shifted to access to vaccines.
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The intent of this issue is not so much to reflect on what
happened during the pandemic, but to look to the
future: What can we learn from the pandemic. Are we
better prepared to face other similar challenges in the
future? Have we found values or principles that could guide
us in equally diﬀicult choices in the future? Would the
ethical principles that have guided us in this pandemic
work in the future?
In this Special Issue, original research articles and reviews
are welcome. Research areas may include (but not limited
to) the following:
Allocation of health resources and theories of
justice;
Criteria for allocation of life-saving resources;
Conflicts to secure limited resources and their
management;
Rationing of health resources in emergency
conditions;
Decision making under scarcity;
Inequalities in health and well-being;
I look forward to receiving your contributions.
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Philosophies searches for the syntheses of philosophical
and scientific inquiries. It promotes philosophical work that
is derived from the experience of diverse scientific
disciplines and cultures. Multiple philosophies already exist
— those of logic, information, computation, natural and
artificial life, natural or artificial intelligence, complexity,
technology, etc. Our mission is not to abandon
philosophical roots and traditions of inquiry, but to
promote the development of philosophical foundations
and eﬀective methodologies derived from diverse scientific
explorations, and intended to enhance these explorations
as to generate deeper and more holistic knowledge.
Innovation may also be achieved through the cultural
dimension. Other cultures can oﬀer from their heritage a
diversity of resources for exploration; these resources can
also contribute to the emergent synthesis of philosophical
inquiry.
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