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Substance misuse involves hazardous or addictive use
of psychoactive substances, including alcohol, tobacco,
illicit drugs (e.g., marijuana, cocaine, heroin), and
prescription medications (e.g., opioids, gabapentinoids,
benzodiazepines). The DSM-5 categorizes these as
substance use disorders (addictions) and substance-
induced disorders (intoxication/withdrawal). Substance
abuse contributes to significant morbidity and mortality,
worsening conditions like HIV, hepatitis, liver cirrhosis,
and respiratory disease. It also affects workplaces
through reduced productivity, absenteeism, and safety
risks. Prescription drug misuse is widespread, and
dependence can be difficult to identify and manage.
Pharmacists play a key role in prevention, education,
and treatment. Their expertise enables them to identify
substance use disorders, counsel patients, and ensure
safe medication distribution. They can improve
treatment access and outcomes across community,
secondary, and primary care settings. We invite
submissions on pharmacists' approaches to addressing
substance use disorders, including original research,
reviews, brief reports, and trainee projects. 

Guest Editor

Prof. Dr. Catriona Matheson
Centre for Healthcare and Community Research, University of Stirling,
Stirling FK9 4LA, UK

Deadline for manuscript submissions
30 November 2026

Pharmacy

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 1.8
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/240483
Pharmacy
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
pharmacy@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
pharmacy

https://www.mdpi.com/si/240483
https://mdpi.com/journal/pharmacy


Pharmacy

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 1.8
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
pharmacy

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Pharmacy (ISSN 2226-4787). Pharmacy, an
international scientific open access journal on pharmacy
education and practice, is published by MDPI online
quarterly. Pharmacy is published in open access format-
research articles, reviews and other contents are
released on the Internet immediately after acceptance.
The scientific community and the general publichave
unlimited and free access to the content as soon as it is
published.

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. David J. Wright
School of Healthcare, University of Leicester, Leicester LE1 7RH, UK

Author Benefits

Open Access:
free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:
indexed within ESCI (Web of Science), PubMed, PMC,
Embase, and other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 22.9 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.6
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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