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Already in ancient times, semi-solid preparations for
cutaneous application, popularly known as ointments,
played an important role in human society. An advanced
scientific investigation of “ointments” as dosage forms
was set off in the late fifties of the previous century. 

From then on, many researchers were involved in
optimizing semi-solid formulations with respect to the
continuously changing therapeutic and patient needs.
Aspects that have been dealt with were the optimization
of dermato-biopharmaceutical properties and many
different issues related to patient’s compliance�

This special issue serves to highlight and capture the
contemporary progress and current research on semi-
solid formulations as dermal drug delivery systems. We
invite articles on all aspects of semi-solid formulations
highlighting the research currently undertaken to
improve and better understand these complex drug
delivery systems in particular with respect to
formulation, processing and characterization issues.
- semi-solid
- dermato-biopharmceutics
- processing
- characterization
- quality control
- formulation concept
- rheology
- particle sizing
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Pharmaceutics (ISSN 1999-4923) is an online open
access journal on the science and technology of
pharmaceutics and biopharmaceutics. The scientific
community, the wider community and the general public
have unlimited and free access to the content as soon
as a paper is published; this open access to your
research ensures your findings are shared with the
widest possible audience. Please consider publishing
your impressive work in this high quality journal. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, Embase, CAPlus / SciFinder, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q1 (Pharmacology and Pharmacy) / CiteScore - Q1
(Pharmaceutical Science)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 15.7 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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