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Supramolecular self-assembled structures based on
lipids, proteins, and nucleic acids are involved in a
variety of cell functions, such as the transport of
molecules and interactions of cells with extracellular
compartments. With the attempt to mimic these natural
systems, a variety of self-assembling biomaterials, such
as micelles, liposomes and polymeric vesicles have
been developed for the diagnosis and treatment of
several diseases, first of all for cancer therapy. The
size/shape of these systems, as well as their physic-
chemical properties, can be finely tuned to optimize
their performances as drug delivery vehicles. Moreover,
to improve the pharmacokinetic profile of the loaded
drug, nanoparticles that able to modulate the release of
the payload in response to exogenous stimuli, or
decorated with ligands of specific membrane receptors,
have been proposed.

This Special Issue is devoted to the most recent
developments in the synthesis and characterization of
self-assembled nanoparticles that are able to program
the drug release in response to external signals for
cancer treatment.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Pharmaceutics (ISSN 1999-4923) is an online open
access journal on the science and technology of
pharmaceutics and biopharmaceutics. The scientific
community, the wider community and the general public
have unlimited and free access to the content as soon
as a paper is published; this open access to your
research ensures your findings are shared with the
widest possible audience. Please consider publishing
your impressive work in this high quality journal. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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Journal Rank:
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 14.9 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.3
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
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