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Systemic targeting of vascular ZIP codes with homing
peptides is an increasingly recognized strategy that can
be used to improve the biodistribution profile and to
increase potency of drugs. Another class of transport
peptides, cell-penetrating peptides (CPP), are widely
used to trigger robust intracellular uptake of molecular
and nanoscale payloads. Peptides have several
advantages over other classes of affinity ligands,
including a small size (and thus improved tissue
penetration, straightforward synthesis, and low cost),
low immunogenicity, and biocompatibility. This Special
Issue will provide insights into peptide-based precision
targeting from top experts from around the world.
Original research and reviews in the issue summarize
preclinical and clinical applications of peptide-based
targeting for delivery of molecular and nanoscale
diagnostic and therapeutic payloads in the context of
cancer, cardiovascular and pulmonary diseases, and
regenerative medicine.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Pharmaceutics (ISSN 1999-4923) is an online open
access journal on the science and technology of
pharmaceutics and biopharmaceutics. The scientific
community, the wider community and the general public
have unlimited and free access to the content as soon
as a paper is published; this open access to your
research ensures your findings are shared with the
widest possible audience. Please consider publishing
your impressive work in this high quality journal. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 14.9 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.3
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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