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The diseases and indications for antibody therapy are
growing rapidly, and have extended from leukemias and
lymphomas to antibody-mediated autoimmune
diseases, non-malignant hematology and
hemostaseology. Indispensable for the effect of a
therapeutic antibody is not only a wise choice of antigen
or target, but also the nature of the Fc fragment—
whether it is humanized and which IgG subclass it
consists of. The antibodies display their activity by
antibody-dependent cytotoxicity or complement
activation. Some antibodies have been coupled to a
drugs to induce direct cytotoxicity. Bi- or trispecific
antibodies have been introduced, simultaneously
engaging tumor cells and autologous immune cells or
binding more than one antigen on a target cell. Recently,
checkpoint inhibitors have been used against a variety
of tumors, inducing a non-specific immune stimulation.
Current clinical trials are investigating the combination
of such checkpoint inhibitors with tumor-specific
monoclonal antibodies. Many questions remain
unanswered, such as the optimal time point to introduce
antibody therapy or mechanisms to enhance their
activity or obtain synergistic effects.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Pharmaceutics (ISSN 1999-4923) is an online open
access journal on the science and technology of
pharmaceutics and biopharmaceutics. The scientific
community, the wider community and the general public
have unlimited and free access to the content as soon
as a paper is published; this open access to your
research ensures your findings are shared with the
widest possible audience. Please consider publishing
your impressive work in this high quality journal. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 14.9 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.3
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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