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Topical ophthalmic administration is the preferred route
for treating ophthalmic diseases. However, due to the
complexity of the structure of the eye and its defense
mechanisms, the bioavailability of topical ophthalmic
drugs is significantly low. Drug-loaded contact lenses
are an interesting resource to improve ocular
bioavailability as they allow the prolonged release of the
drug from the lens to the tear film by increasing the
retention time on the ocular surface. The main
disadvantage of drug-loaded contact lenses is the low
affinity of some drugs that implies a low charge capacity
and rapid drug release. Alternatives to improve their
behavior are being studied. The aim of this Special Issue
is to compile information on recent advances in the
development, processing, and characterization of drug-
loaded contact lenses. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Pharmaceutics (ISSN 1999-4923) is an online open
access journal on the science and technology of
pharmaceutics and biopharmaceutics. The scientific
community, the wider community and the general public
have unlimited and free access to the content as soon
as a paper is published; this open access to your
research ensures your findings are shared with the
widest possible audience. Please consider publishing
your impressive work in this high quality journal. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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Journal Rank:
JCR - Q1 (Pharmacology and Pharmacy) / CiteScore - Q1
(Pharmaceutical Science)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 15.7 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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