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Mesenchymal stem/stromal cells (MSCs) represent a
heterogeneous subset of cells arising from pericytes,
which can be isolated from various adult tissues, such
as bone marrow, adipose tissue, the dental pulp,
muscle, skin, placenta, and umbilical cord blood. MSCs
are able to recognize the signals of tissue damage and
to release bioactive molecules capable of modulating
the local immune response, by establishing a pro-
regenerative microenvironment, stimulating
angiogenesis, promoting proliferation of tissue-specific
progenitors, and inhibiting cell apoptosis and tissue
fibrosis. Furthermore, MSCs are able to recognize and
direct themselves towards distant damaged tissues
(homing), where they exercise these medicinal activities
principally orchestrated by the paracrine secretion of a
broad repertoire of growth factors, chemokines, and
cytokines. An important aspect related to the
therapeutic potential of MSCs concerns their ability to
secrete extracellular vesicles of different sizes, which
can act as paracrine mediators, transporting proteins,
mRNAs and microRNAs to specific target sites,
ensuring a targeted therapeutic approach.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Pharmaceutics (ISSN 1999-4923) is an online open
access journal on the science and technology of
pharmaceutics and biopharmaceutics. The scientific
community, the wider community and the general public
have unlimited and free access to the content as soon
as a paper is published; this open access to your
research ensures your findings are shared with the
widest possible audience. Please consider publishing
your impressive work in this high quality journal. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 14.9 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.3
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
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