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Hydrogels represent a rapidly advancing class of
biomaterials with broad applicability in pharmaceutical
sciences. Their highly hydrated, tunable three-
dimensional networks allow for the encapsulation of
diverse therapeutic agents, ranging from small
molecules to biologics, while enabling spatiotemporally
controlled release. This Special Issue will focus on
recent progress in hydrogel design and functionalization
aimed at improving drug stability, release kinetics, and
site-specific delivery. Particular emphasis will be given
to smart or stimuli-responsive hydrogels, injectable and
in situ forming systems, hybrid and nanocomposite
formulations, and advanced crosslinking strategies.
Contributions addressing mechanistic insights into
drug–matrix interactions, scale-up and manufacturing
considerations, and translational studies bridging
preclinical models to clinical applications are especially
welcome. By consolidating innovative approaches
across pharmaceutics, polymer chemistry, and
biomedical engineering, this Special Issue will provide a
comprehensive overview of hydrogel-based platforms
as next-generation drug delivery systems.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Pharmaceutics (ISSN 1999-4923) is an online open
access journal on the science and technology of
pharmaceutics and biopharmaceutics. The scientific
community, the wider community and the general public
have unlimited and free access to the content as soon
as a paper is published; this open access to your
research ensures your findings are shared with the
widest possible audience. Please consider publishing
your impressive work in this high quality journal. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, Embase, CAPlus / SciFinder, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q1 (Pharmacology and Pharmacy) / CiteScore - Q1
(Pharmaceutical Science)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 14.9 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.3
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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