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Oncolytic viruses (OVs) are a promising and emerging
class of antitumoral therapeutics that selectively target
cancer cells by exploiting defects in intrinsic antiviral
pathways or the presence of specific receptors. While
only one OV has been clinically approved so far by the
FDA and the EMA, numerous trials are ongoing, and it is
therefore conceivable that over the next years there will
be more OVs available in clinical practice as new
weapons against difficult-to-treat tumors. One of the
most interesting features of these vectors is their
versatility, which allows OVs to combine direct
cytotoxicity, an immunotherapeutic mechanism of
action, and the delivery of therapeutic genes and/or
drugs to cancers. Most OVs can be engineered to
directly encode therapeutic genes, encompassing
biological drugs such as immune checkpoint inhibitors.
This Special Issue of Pharmaceutics will be focused on
the development of oncolytic viruses as platforms for
the targeted delivery of drugs to tumors, including both
therapeutic genes encoded by the viral genome and
proteins or small molecules that can be attached to viral
particles before administration.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Pharmaceutics (ISSN 1999-4923) is an online open
access journal on the science and technology of
pharmaceutics and biopharmaceutics. The scientific
community, the wider community and the general public
have unlimited and free access to the content as soon
as a paper is published; this open access to your
research ensures your findings are shared with the
widest possible audience. Please consider publishing
your impressive work in this high quality journal. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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Journal Rank:
JCR - Q1 (Pharmacology and Pharmacy) / CiteScore - Q1
(Pharmaceutical Science)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 15.7 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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