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In the past decade, drugs have been developed to
accommodate a wide range of small- (about 500 Da),
medium-, and large-molecule candidates. Oral
administration is the most convenient way for patients to
take medications, and leads to high adherence. To
determine the feasibility of developing a candidate as an
oral drug, appropriate methods are required for
predicting intestinal absorption. First, we focus on
methods that use human intestinal tissue. Next, we
introduce new findings on co-cultured models that use
Caco-2 cells, and on in silico systems. These alternative
in vitro methods are not only convenient for predicting
intestinal drug absorption, but can also be used in a
variety of research locations without strict controls, such
as ethical and biosafety assessments. On the other
hand, it is necessary to develop an oral absorption
improvement technique that enables the intestinal
absorption of medium- and large-molecule drugs; such
technology should facilitate the development of these
drugs. Therefore, we also introduce recent advances in
nanocrystal systems.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Pharmaceutics (ISSN 1999-4923) is an online open
access journal on the science and technology of
pharmaceutics and biopharmaceutics. The scientific
community, the wider community and the general public
have unlimited and free access to the content as soon
as a paper is published; this open access to your
research ensures your findings are shared with the
widest possible audience. Please consider publishing
your impressive work in this high quality journal. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 14.9 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.3
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
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