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Recent findings suggest that the cellular and
extracellular materials surrounding cancerous cells in an
atypical tumor microenvironment (TME) play a pivotal
role in tumor initiation and progression processes. The
TME comprises an intricate system involving diverse cell
types, including endothelial cells, pericytes, smooth
muscle cells, fibroblasts, various inflammatory cells,
dendritic cells, and cancer stem cells (CSCs). TME-
forming cells dynamically interact with cancerous cells
through various signaling mechanisms and pathways.
Present-day researchers thus have a particular interest
in exploiting these relationships to develop
nanotherapeutics. Nanoparticles’ benefits include their
ability to passively target through the EPR effect and
capacity to be easily be modified with a variety of
moieties for active targeting. Moreover, they can utilize
the altered tumor environment to promote drug
accumulation at tumor sites and modulate the tumor
microenvironment by carrying drugs. This Special Issue
welcomes both reviews and original articles shedding
light on nanotherapeutics targeting or regulating the
tumor microenvironment.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Because of your expertise in the field of drug sciences, I
kindly invite you to consider publishing your current
work, in the form of a research article or a review, in the
open access electronic journal Pharmaceuticals.
Pharmaceuticals is characterized by an active editorial
board and a dynamic editorial staff. Manuscripts are
peer-reviewed and a final decision is provided to
authors within 4–6 weeks after submission. Papers are
published on the web immediately after acceptance. For
details on the submission process or any other matter,
please do not hesitate to contact us.
We hope to handle your contribution to Pharmaceuticals
soon.
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