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Message from the Guest Editors
For small molecules that act in the nervous system,
brain bioavailability is an important challenge. Most
drugs reach the brain predominantly through a non-
saturable mechanism of transcellular diffusion that
increases the interest in their development as
therapeutics tools. On the other hand, some
neuroprotective drugs show limited therapeutic efficacy
due to ineffective transport across the blood–brain
barrier. Peptide-based therapeutics have a relevant role
in the treatment of neurodegenerative diseases and
cancer, especially when the main challenge is
represented by the modulation of large and relatively
flexible surface areas.

In this Special Issue entitled “Small Molecules and
Peptides in Drug Discovery”, we wish to focus on the
design, synthesis, and application of synthetic as well as
natural-based small molecules and peptides for
successful therapies against neurodegenerative
diseases and cancer, particularly those involving
protein–protein interactions and membrane passage
issues.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Because of your expertise in the field of drug sciences, I
kindly invite you to consider publishing your current
work, in the form of a research article or a review, in the
open access electronic journal Pharmaceuticals.
Pharmaceuticals is characterized by an active editorial
board and a dynamic editorial staff. Manuscripts are
peer-reviewed and a final decision is provided to
authors within 4–6 weeks after submission. Papers are
published on the web immediately after acceptance. For
details on the submission process or any other matter,
please do not hesitate to contact us.
We hope to handle your contribution to Pharmaceuticals
soon.
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